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President 6s message

We're on
the Web:
Www.amuuse.org The 2009 camp season was brought to a close on August 14 as the
campers disembarked from the Saugatuck cruise ship and headed home. This
Check it out! has been a successful season greeting seven new campers in June and 12 new

campers in August. They have lots of talent and will make great additions to
our AMUUSE family. In addition, this year AMUUSE campers came from
nineteen states and Canada. The good word is spreading! Our only
disappointment came from the cancellation of our July camp at Conference
Point in Williams Bay, Wis., as a result of new management there. Our site
selection committee is still working to find a venue for July.

Although camp season is over, a new AMUUSE year is beginning first
with our board meeting in October where the board will select camp
directors for the 2010 camp season, and then with the weekend at Saugatuck
in November. As you hear the last of the cricket songs and rake up the
multicolored leaves before the snow flies, know AMUUSE is not hibernating,
but working to provide more laughter and fun for everyone. Use your
memory books to help keep in touch with your AMUUSE friends and family!

Il hold you in my heart until we meet again.

Gwen =
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Smooth sailing, from Page 1

laughter in response to the challenges assigned to them.

A good variety of morning groups and very capable facilitators provided fun
and informative, as well as some serious, excursions for every morning. These
included LenProctor's Improv TheaterJanet Chandlés Singing and Contrdanc, Jill
Langes Soul WorkKatheQ Bxcess Baggag®onne Sue Adafa Sexuality and Aging
Floyd Colosky Ball Room Dancingnd the offering of our newest morning group
leader, Susan Breen Massage We had a very high percentage of excellent
evaluation reports on our morning groups.

Afternoons were filled with walks on the beach, swimming, sunning, kayaking,
canoeing, writing haiku, making sand candles, riding buggies through the dunes, riding
Ducks through Saugatuck, archery, tie-dyeing, hiking, shopping, napping, Fish Bowl,
dance lessons, reading, and just hanging out. These were arranged in a manageable
schedule by Barb Kuntz

As always, our Hospitality Cabin was hoppin’ under the leadership and hard
work of Blenda Georgand Donna Davisplus all the volunteers.

As the week progressed, evening activities included a camp-fire sing-a-long
with Raoul lacong a coffee house led by Blenda, duty-free shop auction arranged by

oVery interestin
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for out Blenda and auctioneer Tom Johnsopand camp show with Pat Schneiderour first
masquerade par1 time MC. Presbyterian guys brought the house down at our camp show, and
2 y- U K é identified themselves as future AMUUSE campers. Did anyone happen to get a copy
. of their song?
9t An extra at the campfire was the sending up of two small hot air balloons.

The small flame at the bottom kept the air inside warm, and lighted the white paper
balloons as they rose above the lake and slowly drifted south. What a sight!

More than half of those on board participated in Dances of Universal Peace
twice during the week. We had several people report on their evaluations that these
dances, led by Kathe Jeanne Korandand Jerry Kaupwas one of their favorite
things about camp.

Lauri Hanikmade great name tags. Mail bags were created by Blenda yours
truly, and my granddaughter (a possible future AMUUSEr)

We had about 24 hours of hard rain and winds, even to the point that they
called a “code blue”, which meant we couldn’t swim or kayak. But after the storm
calmed down the weather was most comfortable. The lake warmed up for swimming
during the week. We had good sleeping nights. And of course we were, after several
dry years, allowed to tent on the beach, a wonderful addition to camp.

The Presbyterian Staff seemed willing to accommodate our campers. They
provided archery, kayaking, canoeing, crafts, life guarding, good meals, and an always
available pot of coffee. They even provided extra coffee the night of Coffee House.

| tried to provide traditional things as well as adding some new activities. Our
wonderful Memory book documents the great times that we all had. Hats off to
Gwen and her assistant photographer Donna! Hats Off to the entire crew, volunteers,
and all campers. The week went much too fast.

Best Wishes and Smooth Sailing until next year,

Capt’n Jane Perry




AMUUSE is a land of opportunities, a place where you can do things you never
thought possible. For instance, have you ever considered being a camp director? Being
a camp director is a very rewarding experience, and AMUUSE really values the work the
camp director does. Without volunteers to direct camps AMUUSE would not exist. It is
the directors’ hard work and dedication to the program that has brought happiness and
a sense of belonging to so many people.

Directors are provided with a director’s handbook to help them through the
process. Directors can also be mentored by former directors. The job takes skills in
organization and some creativity helps, but directors select a staff that can help with
ideas. Even if you didn’t fill in the spot for director on your How Can | Help form, you
still have time to consider becoming a camp director.

Camp directors for next summer will be selected at the meeting of the 2010
board on the afternoon of Oct.31, in Indianapolis. People vying for a position will be
interviewed at that time. Dates for the camps will also be approved by the board at
that meeting. These dates may affect which camp you might consider directing. Since
the sizes of the camps vary, that may also affect your decision about which camp to
apply for. Generally June has had 20-30 campers, July 30-50, and August 75-85. June
especially is a good camp for first time directors. August can be a challenge due to the
numbers, so it is better either for someone who has had experience or someone who
has a co-director or an experienced mentor.

To prepare for the interview, you may wish to consider these questions:

1. Why do you want to be a camp director? What do you feel you have to offer?

What qualities do you have that will make you successful?

2. What would your camp theme be and do you plan to extend the theme through
the entire week? If so, how? (It is a good idea to have considered this.)

3. What activities/programs will you have to help new and second year campers
feel comfortable and become integrated into the group?

4. What, if any, all-camp activities do you have in mind for your camp?

5. What morning groups or types of morning groups do you anticipate having and
why?

6. What do you feel is your relationship to the camp staff? What kind of things do
you feel you can do to maintain good relationships with them?

7. How will you enable new people to become staff members?

8. What are your first and second camp choices? Are you willing to take any camp
assigned? Why or why not?

Although you may be asked none of these questions, it is a good idea for you to
have thought about what you intend to do before you come to the meeting.

If you can’t be at the board meeting, please send your proposal for camp to
Gwen Valore (gwencody@hotmail.com) and she will be happy to present it. Or, if you
would be more comfortable, send it with an emissary to present.
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AMUUSE Board
2008-2009

President: Gwen Valore
Delaware OH
740-363-4630
gwencody@hotmail.com

Past President:
Kathe Merritt,
Toledo, OH
419-866-2012
kbricmont@att.net

Treasurer: Susan Stewart
Indianapolis, IN
317-891-2684
susiegene@juno.com

Central Registrar:
Sharon Spencer
Vernon Hills, IL
847-816-3356
ssamuuse@aol.com

Recording Secretary:
Jack Talley

Cleveland Heights, OH
216-225-4035
jacktee@att.net

Communications Secretary:
Pat Schneider

Madison, WI

608-222-4202
AMUUSEnet@gmail.com

The Board of Directors
would like you to know
that official email from
AMUUSE will come from
one of two email
addresses:
ssamuuse@aol.com or
amuusel1971@gmail.com.
If you receive email from
any other address with
“amuuse” in it, even if it
sounds like it is from an
authorized source, please
know that it is not.

Oops — Tom Frank’s email was
listed incorrectly in the Memory
Book. Tom is at:
thomas1425@sbcglobal.net

What better way to
celebrate AMUUSE than
to look up old friends?
Former AMUUSErs had
their own reunion of sorts
in June atthe German
Restaurant in Ann Arbor,
Mich. Betsy Evans, now a
resident of Florida, sent
along this photograph.

Left to right: Andrew Paczuski, Walter
Blackwell, Sheldon Beck, Betsy, NaBhah,

Tom Headrick, and Rich Hausman.

Candy, Rich and Fran ready to work for a good
cause.

On July 13, five AMUUSE
campers joined other
volunteers at a double build
site in Wiarton, Ontario,
Canada. Rich Fowler, Jeff
Medsker and Spruce Robinson
picked up tools to help build
two attached homes. Candy
Hertsch and Frances Drake
cleaned and decorated the
dining hall, and assisted with
food preparation.

AMUUSEr celebrates BIG birthday with concert

Tom Allen turns 90 on Wednesday, May 26, 2010. He has
planned an organ concert in Waverly, Ohio, on Thursday evening, May 27
in celebration. We'd love for those who can to attend. If you let him or
me know ahead of time, we can rent one of the Hospitality Inns (or more,
depending upon how many attend). Each Inn, one of the "empty" houses
in the village where Tom lives, comes furnished with linen and blankets,
dishes, pots, pans, refrigerator, stove and oven, TV and furniture. Inns
have two bedrooms: one with a double bed and one with two twin beds.
The three Inns | have also been in have a family room/dining room with a
sleep couch. There is, of course, LOTS of floor space, too. There's an
indoor swimming pool and spa, and an exercise center, which visitors may

use. Hope to see you there.

Margaret R. Allen 520-591-1442 mrallen_2000@hotmail.com
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Sign up now for fall weekend, Nov. 20-22 at Saugatuck

It's that time again, time to join with old friends and make new ones in
the peaceful setting at Saugatuck, Mich. Saugatuck in the late fall is a new
experience. There will be a simple meal on Friday served at 5:30 p.m. We will
officially start at our opening around 8:30 or 9:00. The events are yet unplanned
except for morning check in groups and our annual auction. More information
about that will follow after you register. The camp will provide three meals on
Saturday and one on Sunday. If you are new to Saugatuck, | will send you
directions and what you need to bring. Please bring a snack to share over the
weekend. We also operate on a volunteer basis, so if you can lead a morning
group, DJ, offer an afternoon activity, or Saturday night activity, please let me
know. | need you.

Sharon, Coordinator

The cost is $135 for the weekend.

Male or Female
Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone:

Email:

Estimated time of arrival (after 5 PM.)
Accessibility issues?
Food allergies? Vegetarian?

Make it a great weekend. Pitch in to DJ, lead a morning group, opening or
closing ceremony, or activity.

Mail form with check to AMUUSE: Sharon Spencer, 336 Birchwood Court,
Vernon Hills, IL 60061.

AMUUSE travel companion list service

As single people we sometimes don't go on vacations because we have
no one with whom to share it. Or we could carpool if we knew of another friend
going to the same place or a place on the way.

Here's what I'm offering to AMUUSE campers. Send me your name and
email address. (I already have 13 from the August 09 camp). | will email all the
names and email addresses to each person on the list and | will attempt to keep
the list updated. Then it will be up to individuals to contact anyone on the list,
to explore whether you want to try travel together. All arrangements and
outcomes will be the responsibility of the parties travelling together.

If you are open to this idea please send me your email address to include
on the list. If you have no email address then send your phone number.

AMUUSE hugs to all and enjoyable travel to all.

Blenda George at blenda@tampabay.rr.com

Camp Reps
Laurie Hanik: June
Lombard, IL
630-916-1610
Ihanik@sbcglobal.net

Nancy James: June

East Lansing, Ml
517-333-4961
nancyjameslpc@comcast.net

Rich Fowler: Aug.
Columbus, OH
614-888-3108
rfowler@beol.net

Pat Holihan: Aug.
Sylvan Lake, Ml
248-738-1473
prholihan@yahoo.com

Jane Perry: At large
Indianapolis, IN
317-872-4262
dancinjane@sbcglobal.net

Heather Pierce: At large
Springfield, OH
937-206-1188
heatherlpierce@yahoo.com

Rosie Beymer
Louisville ,KY
502-327-6628
rosiebe@juno.com

Barb Kuntz

Fort Wayne, IN
260-467-5350
campkuntz@gmail.com

Go Sailino

We have a 50-foot sloop, sleeps eight,
from March 31 to April 15, 2010 out of
Tortola, BVI, and are seeking two fun-
lovin’ compatible shipmates/bunk-
mates to enjoy sea, sand, sun and fun.
Cost $1700 plus drinks, meals ashore,
(approx 6-8 lunch/dinner) air, ground
and misc. Check CONCH CHARTERS on
line. Email/call John Faitel:
jrfaitel@yahoo.com, 313-510-1089.
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AMUUSE
P.O.Box

29369

Indianapolis, IN 46229-0369
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